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man affair; so now let some one else carry on the
fight where I leave off."

It was not in Sun's nature to say anything of
the sort, but the facts are that he was at this
time of seeking refuge in Japan in the summer
of 1899, just about as near a complete failure as
a man can go without tumbling to pieces. Had he
at this time fallen sick, or if the activity of his
enemies had prevented him coming in close con-
tact with his following, it would not have been
surprising if Sun had been put so far back in his
labor as to leave the Manchu, even to the present
day, upon the Peacock Throne.

However, in this low-tide period of revolution-
ary intensity, although Sun realized that he was
sliding down the ladder, at the same time he con-
sidered that he was gaining greater strength for
the climb back. He knew that the efforts of his
enemies had been redoubled against him, but the
years of failure and discouragement only screwed
his courage up to a higher point. The lower he
went in the hopes of his followers, the higher he
raised that point of success which he eventually
expected to reach.

So in his predicament at this most discouraging
period, Sun, in his usual way, did a very superb
thing; he went back as a refugee to Japan and
made his headquarters at Number One Twenty-
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